
Youth comes to police attention (call, school request, officer observation, or complaint)





School handles administratively (no police enforcement action taken)





Officer makes enforcement decision


Law enforcement diversion (pre- or post-arrest, varies by jurisdiction)


Case ends (no DJS)

Paper referral to DJS (youth remains in community pending intake review)





START DJS PROCESS 
Results may also include referral to the State's Attorney's Office for formal charging, handling in-house at DJS with services, referral to outside human services.





Physical custody ™ Immediate detention screening request




Non-Completion

CompletionOfficer responds and conducts preliminary fact-finding (brief on-scene inquiry)





No charges / Warn and release (may include referral to parent, school, or community support)





Referral to DJS Intake

Facts support delinquent act

Officer discretion for no delinquency determination; Case ends or referral for (C





CINS (Child in Need of Supervision)


Facts do NOT support delinquent act

Parents may request formal charges from DJS


Citizens referral

This Pre-DJS decision tree typically occurs in a 24-hour process from charging to report
*see accompanying brief for clarity on terminology, procedural distinctions, and explanatory notes



Youth held in DJS detentionDetention authorized

Detention not authorized

DJS intake officer conducts review (initial inquiry required within 15 days of complaint receipt)





Maryland Youth Pre-DJS Flowchart


Key:

Youth Behavior Requiring Police Involvement

Exit juvenile system

Enforcement and Referral Decision

DJS process begins

Case assessment

Adult cases handed over to Stateˇs Attorneyˇs Office; Youth detained in adult jail




https://djs.maryland.gov/Documents/JJRC/Children-in-Need-of-Supervision-Complaint-Process.pdf

